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Khaled Fahmy offers a new interpretation of modern Egyptian history and the rise of Egyptian

nationalism in a theoretically informed study. Basing his work on previously neglected archival

material, the author demonstrates how Mehmed Ali built up the Egyptian army to further his own

ambitions rather than as a means of gaining Egyptian independence. In this way, the book

challenges traditionally held views about early nineteenth-century Egypt and the role of Mehmed Ali

as the founder of modern Egypt. The book will be essential reading for students of the Middle East,

Ottomanists, military historians and those interested in the construction of the modern nation state.
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This book presents a well researched alternative to the usual 'nationalist' view of Mohamed Ali as

the founder of the modern Egyptian state. While not arguing the undeniable modernizing influence

of Ali's reforms, the author argues convincingly that his motives were dynastic as opposed to

nationalistic.A must read for either Egyptian, Ottoman or military history buffs.

Came in before expected--a great read,very engaging
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